
Working with Qinglan Wang taught me more about teaching that I ever could have learned in a 
pedagogy course. She is collaborative, inventive, creative, and disciplined—traits which make 
her not only a fantastic teacher, but a motivating and inspiring force in students’ academic 
careers, traits which I have found in all of the mentors, instructors, and professors whose work I 
have always admired and learned from. She provides a model for new teachers in addition to 
being a resource and supporter for others. 
 
She never stops conceiving of new ways to reach her students and teach material which is both 
informed by concrete learning objectives and student interest or experience. A particular unit 
which comes to mind is that of Qinglan’s choice to pair Camus’ The Stranger with French urban 
art which engages with cultural tension through hip-hop and street expression, a pairing which 
serves as both a commonplace for teaching to student knowledge and experience as well as for 
intangible concepts which may not be natural for students such as rhetoric and literary analysis. 
Her methods free these concepts from their “untouchable” academic sanctity, and put them in the 
hands of her student for them to learn and use. Her student’s use of these concepts demonstrate 
their ability to take these theoretical/conceptual topics and put them to work. 
 
Her students respect her simply because she respects student effort and, thereby, creates students 
who can take insightful risks both in- and outside of her classroom. Qinglan’s assigns work 
which is comprehensive and appropriately difficult. As such, in both class sessions and 
completed assignments, students respond thoughtfully and insightfully because their work exists 
in a space which requires and encourages a commitment of time and steps necessary to create 
complete responses. Initially, students may find this kind of engagement intense; however, 
Qinglan does not relax expectations as she truly prepares students for the kinds of work expected 
of them in a collegiate setting. I often saw students return to Professor Wang’s office semesters 
after their course with her to thank her for this kind of preparation and the skills which these 
students acquired through such hard work in her courses. 
 
And, as I have seen many times, students return to Professor Wang for recommendations, 
mentoring, and advice in writing projects and career decisions. Her impact on her students will 
last far outside of the George Mason community—“community” being an operative work in 
thinking about how she makes a difference. She puts students together who become future 
collaborators, makes connections with faculty and staff, in addition to recognizing and 
recommending student work for various honors both academic and community-focused. 
Wherever she goes, this spirit of community and opportunity are sure to follow. Her commitment 
goes far beyond the classroom in how she advocates and inspires students to not only succeed, 
but excel. 
 
On occasions when my lesson plans seemed somewhat distant, disconnected, and difficult to 
parse, I turned to Qinglan’s help and guidance. Always willing to lend, borrow, and create ideas, 
her assistance with my own teaching practice has made me a better teacher. In addition to 
working outside of the classroom, she provided insight into issues I experienced in classroom 
management and class ethos. Undoubtedly, the lessons I learned from her in these instances have 
made my ability to cultivate classroom community much more effective. In assisting other 
teachers around her, it is not too much to write that the abilities of the department’s other 
graduate teaching assistants are much more advanced due to Qinglan’s help. 



 
All-told, these qualities of Professor Wang’s work make her a thoughtful, intentional, and 
effective teacher, mentor, and collaborator, energies which would benefit any department she 
joins. Her work defines “student-centered,” as she continually renews and develops her skills in 
addition to those of her students. In her, students will find respectful, compassionate rigor 
underpinned by a teaching philosophy which extends well beyond academia. There is no doubt 
that her impact will create students who are more curious, creative, and insightful in all aspects 
of education—habits which will serve them for not only their college careers, but those which 
come after as well. 
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